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» Hero worship, a return to nature, idealism, and 
fantasy are elements of late 18th-century 
romanticism that found their way into 19th-century 
German opera. 

» Grand opera, typically feature historical subjects 
with pointed reference to contemporary issues, 
religious elements, and violent passions. The 
influence of French grand opera was enormous, 
reaching even to the early works of Wagner and 
Verdi. Hector Berlioz's masterpiece Les Troyens 
( The Trojans, 1856–58),
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» Opéra comique (distinguished from grand opera in 
that it had spoken dialogue) took two directions in the 
middle of the 19th cent., one lead toward operetta, 
the other toward a more serious, lyrical opera.Of that 
genre,Georges Bizet,and Jules Massenet were the 
chief composers. Gounod's Faust (1859) and Bizet's 
Carmen (1875), two of the most popular French 
operas ever written, actually had spoken dialogue in 
their original versions, but this qualification for works 
given at the Opéra Comique  
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» In Italy, the voice remained master of the 
orchestra, and melody, presented with 
clarity and directness, ruled out overly 
polyphonic writing. The early masters of 
this style were Rossini, Donizetti, and 
Bellini. The arias were often in two large 
sections, a slow section displaying bel 
canto singing.
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» Richard Wagner:  Born in Germany on May 22, 1813, 
Richard Wagner went on to become one of the world's 
most influential—and controversial—composers. He is 
famous for both his epic operas, including the four-
part, 18-hour Ring Cycle, as well as for his anti-semitic 
writings, which, posthumously, made him a favorite of 
Adolf Hitler. There is evidence that Wagner's music 
was played at the Dachau concentration camp to "re-
educate" the prisoners. Wagner had a tumultuous love 
life, which involved several scandalous affairs. He died 
of a heart attack in Venice on February 13, 1883. 

» https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ_YANUzEog&list=PLh1fNU166O_J200T033wTSITQHWO882li

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bQ_YANUzEog&list=PLh1fNU166O_J200T033wTSITQHWO882li
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» Tristan Und Isode 

» https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brxXJinyjb4 

» https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWLp7lBomW8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brxXJinyjb4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWLp7lBomW8

