Music Appreciation

Classical Era




Music Appreciation

» The Classical period itself lasted from
approximately 1775 to 1825. The name
classical is applied to the period because
in art and literature, there was keen
interest in, admiration for, and emulation of
the classical artistic and literary heritage of
Greece and Rome.




Music Appreciation

» Unlike the Renaissance or Baroque eras, which included many
important composers and trends, the choral music of the classical
era was dominated by three composers:_Franz Joseph Haydn
(1732-1809), Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791), and Ludwig
van Beethoven (1770-1827). For the first time, during the Classical
period most of the important stylistic advances that occurred can
be observed most clearly in the instrumental forms: the symphony,
concerto, sonata, and in instrumental chamber music (e.g., the
Beethoven string quartets). Church music tended to be more
conservative than secular compositions, which also helps to
explain why stylistic innovations were seen most clearly in
instrumental music but were less prevalent in the choral music of
the period.




Music Appreciation

» Choral and instrumental forms overlapped
during the Classical period to an
unprecedented degree. Forms developed in the
iInstrumental area were appropriated and used
to good effect in choral music. Sonata allegro
form, for example, often found in sonata or
symphony movements, is also used in sections
of classical masses. Beethoven included choral
sections in two instrumental works, his Choral
Fantasia and the Ninth Symphony.
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Music Appreciation

» This period in music history is sometimes
referred to as "the Viennese Classic period,”
and it was centered in Vienna. Beethoven,
Haydn, and Mozart, though none was a
native Viennese, all worked in Vienna for
significant periods in their careers. Although
Vienna was the focal point for musical
activity of the period, classical music is not
parochial but universal in spirit and in style.
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Music Appreciation

» https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=_LW99I|55Q9Y



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LW99I55Q9Y

